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SUBJECT: CHINA ON U.S. DEALINGS WITH SOVIET THREAT 

1. CHINA HAS ONCE AGAIN SIGNALLED TO THE NEW U.S. ADMINISTRA- 
TION THAT, WHATEVER THE STATUS OF ITS BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH 
THE SOVIET UNION, IT CONSIDERS SOVIET MILITARY EXPANSION AS 
THE MAIN PROBLEM IN THE INTERNATIONAL AREA AND APPLAUDS - 
ALBEIT INDIRECTLY - U.S. INITIATIVES TO DEAL WITH THIS 

THREAT. CITING WASHINGTON REPORTS, A JANUARY 22 NCNA 
ARTICLE, ENTITLED "U.S. CONTINUES TO DEVELOP STRATEGIC 
WEAPONS TO COUNTER SOVIET THREAT," POINTS TO THE CONTINUING 
DEVELOPMENT OE THE CRUISE AND TRIDENT MISSILES AND THE B-1 
BOMBER AS THE U.S. REACTION TO THE SCOPE AND MOMEMTUM OF 
SOVIET MILITARY PROGRAMS. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN RECENT 
MEMORY, THE U.S. IS EVEN CREDITED WITH AN AREA OE SUPERIORITY; 
THE ARTICLE NOTES THAT THE SOVIETS LAG "FAR BEHIND" IN 
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CRUISE MISSILE TECHNOLOGY. IT ALSO REPLAYS THE DEFENSE 
DEPARTMENT ASSERTION THAT THE DECISION TO GO INTO PRODUCTION 
OF THE B-1 BOMBER "IS TAKEN IN CONFORMITY WITH NATIONAL 
INTERESTS." 

2. A COMMENTARY IN PEOPLE'S DAILY ON THE SAME DAY ENTITLED 
"LULLABY FAILS TO LULL" IS THE THIRD MEDIA PIECE IN 8 DAYS, 
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FOLLOWING A HIATUS OF APPROXIMATELY HALF A YEAR, ARGUING 
THAT PUBLIC OPINION IN THE U.S. IS INCREASING ITS MISGIVINGS 
ABOUT DETENTE WITH THE SOVIETS. THE COMMENTARY NOTES WITH 
SCARCELY HIDDEN SATISEACTION THAT THE SOVIET MEDIA HAVE 
ATTACKED THIS GROWING FEELING AMONG THE AMERICAN PUBLIC AS 
A SIGN OF HOSTILITY TOWARD DETENTE AND AN EEFORT TO RENEW 
THE COLD WAR. CLEARLY KEYED TO CHINESE CONCERNS ABOUT THE 
PRIORITY THE NEW U.S. ADMINISTRATION WILL BE DEVOTING TO 
THE SOVIETS, THE ABOVE ARTICLES INDICATE NO CHANGE IN PRC 
PERCEPTIONS ABOUT THE NATURE OF THE SOVIET THREAT AND THE 
NEED EOR A STRONG U.S. DETERRENT. 

CROSS 


LIMITED OFEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY BUILDUP, SPHERE OF INFLUENCE, FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 24-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977HONGK00927 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770024-0900 

Format: TEL 
From: HONG KONG 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 25/aaaaavwy. tel 

Line Count: 74 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 3f252bd2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3524072 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CHINA ON U.S. DEALINGS WITH SOVIET THREAT 
TAGS: PFOR, MPOL, CH, US, UR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3f252bd2-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



